
Unlike Lake Woebegone, it 
has been a very busy week 
here in the Puget Sound, at 
least for me anyway. 

I did manage to squeeze in 
Comm Academy last Satur-
day, however, and once 
again enjoyed the key note, the training and the 
camaraderie that this event provides.  As they 
say in public safety, "you are only as good as 
your training", and that certainly applies to 
emergency communications and the work we 
do as Amateur Radio operators during a major 
event or disaster.  This was the 12th annual 
Comm Academy and I have been in attendance 
in all but one, and yet each year I still learn sev-
eral new things.  In addition to the various ses-
sions provided, there are many ad hoc meet-
ings where those of us in leadership positions 
get together and discuss activities that our dif-
ferent teams are working on.  This creates a 
sort of synergy that benefits us all, and I believe 
will better prepare us for the day we activate for 
a real emergency. 
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by Scott NS7C 

H K N I L M A 

The Maple Valley Amateur Radio Club is a group of amateur radio enthusiasts in the greater Maple Valley area who 
meet and engage in activities to further the advancement of this hobby for the good of ourselves and the community.  
Everyone is welcome at the monthly meetings.  A simplex net is held each Tuesday evening at 8:00 PM on 146.54 MHz. 

President:                 Scott Currie           NS7C                  ns7c@arrl.net 
Vice President          Jim Aigner             N7MU                  jimaigner@comcast.net 
Secretary:                 Larry McDonnell    KE7MPR             larrym@skynetbb.com 
Treasurer:                 Richard Green       KR7L                   kr7l@arrl.net 
In the event of an emergency in the area, amateurs are encouraged to check in and or monitor at 10 minutes past even 
hours on 146.54 MHz simplex to provide status or ask for assistance. 

MVARC, P.O. Box 1188, Maple Valley, WA 98038 

None of us know when that emergency will 
occur here in our little corner of Western Wash-
ington.  It may not happen in our life times, or it 
may happen tomorrow afternoon.  It is difficult 
to stay motivated and in a state of readiness 
when we live in an area that really hasn't suf-
fered many disasters.  I do believe it is accurate 
to say it is not a matter of if, but when, when we 
talk about our vulnerability to disaster here in 
the Puget Sound. Will we be able to respond?  
Do we have the right equipment and training? 

As we head into spring and summer, our 
club will participate in various public service 
events and of course Field Day.  I certainly 
hope you will all join in these activities and take 
advantage of the training they provide.  Cer-
tainly we will have a lot of fun, but on another 
level we are also preparing for that day when 
we might need to put our skills to the test in a 
real disaster. 

-Scott, NS7C     
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Remember!  ARES Team 
members check in for roll call on the 
net Tuesday  nights at 8:00 
o’clock p.m. on 146.54 sim-
plex.  Scott will call for the 
Maple Valley ARES team 
members. 

Check-ins from March 23 through 
April 13, 2010 
KK7CB                 Chuck 
AC7NP                 Dale 
K7SDE                 Dale 
N7VOE                 Dan 
K7SCD                 Denise 
KC7HVW              Dick 
N7BVT                 Doug 
KF7ACL               Duke 
KB7VDG              Gary 
KR7JWL               Jerry 
N7MU                   Jim 
W7WJM               Jim 
KE7SXH               Joe 
N7SPN                 John 
W7VFQ                John (Shoreline) 
KE7IRZ                Linda 
KC7MPI                Marsha 
N7UIC                  Mike 
KF7AOR               Paul 
KE7FCE               Paul 
WA7ZWD             Phil 
KE7MPJ               Rich 
KR7L                    Richard 
WB6AWO             Rick 
WE7X                   Rod 
KF7ACR               Ron 
KE7MAI                Ryan 
NS7C                   Scott 
KE7MPO              Skip 
KE7OCX              Steve 
N7BOF                 Tex 

Net Control Stations 
 
May       4         Gary            KB7VDG 
            11         Richard       KR7L 
            18         Chuck         KK7CB 
            25         Rich            KE7MPJ 
 
June      1         Open 
              8         John            N7SPN 
            15         Gary            KB7VDG 
            22         Richard       KR7L 
            29         Chuck         KK7CB 

Simplex net every 
Tuesday night at 
8:00 o’clock p.m. on 
146.540 MHz. 
ARES checkins as 
well.  If any NCS 
has a conflict with 
these dates, please substitute at 
will, but let Chuck know at 
Sto99@msn.com 

SIMPLEX NET 
by Chuck, KK7CB 
Sto99@msn.com 

Our Yahoo Elmer Group provides 
a forum for technical discussions 
(Elmering) and also planning for 
club activities.  The Group can be 
found at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
mvarc_elmers 
To post a message, email to: 
Mvarc_elmers@yahoogroups.com 
To subscribe send email to: 
Mvarc_elmers-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
To unsubscribe: 
mvarc_elmers-
unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 
Questions? Contact Scott NS7C 

OUR ELMER GROUP 

Elections.  April brings election 
of officers.  The present officers 
have agreed to serve again with the 
exception of Secretary.  Please 
consider giving the existing officers 
a rest by running for office.   

Photo Roster.  Still working at it! 
Show and Tell.  Scott showed 

his design for a “Que Light Control 
Box”.  He showed the schematic 
which he produced using a free 
CAD program called EAGLE, pic-
tures of his rough assembly, and 
then the actual functioning box.  
Very interesting! 

Phil described and showed pic-
tures of a project of his employer—
inspecting the huge “guy” wires for 
the Navy’s VLF towers (800-1000 
feet high).  These towers radiate at 
24 kilohertz where they are 50% 
efficient at penetrating the saltwater 
to communicate with submarines. 

Respectfully submitted by Larry, 
KE7MPR 

MEETING MINUTES 
By Larry, KE7MPR 

March 27, 2010 
Our president, 

Scott, NS7C, opened 
the meeting at Fire 
Station 81.  We had 
about 25 attendees. 
He mentioned fixing 
some aspects of the 
club’s website, www.
KC7KEY.ORG, which were not 
working well.  

Annual club dues are due in 
April--$16.00 for an individual and 
$24.00 for a family. 

Members commented that they 
had enjoyed the newsletter article 
on Paul Williams, W6FAT, now si-
lent.  Paul always looked forward to 
the newsletter' arrival. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Net. Chuck was absent.  How-

ever, a lively discussion on how the 
Tues. evening check-in should be 
run ensued.  It was so lively that I 
was  unable to follow all of it and 
unable to copy most of it.  It mostly 
centered on SIMPLEX VS USING 
THE REPEATER.  Gary explained 
the history of the check-in, and ad-
vantages and disadvantages of us-
ing the repeater, which has ECHO 
LINK and IRLP on it.  In any case, 
any action on changing it was put 
off for a month at least. 

Education.  Scott reported that a 
Technician class just finished, and 
that he planned to offer another be-
fore June 30 when the question 
pool changes.  He also plans to of-
fer a General class in the fall. 

ARES.  Communications Acad-
emy scheduled for April 10 and 11.  
See COMMACADEMY.ORG.   

Events.  In June comes Maple 
Valley Days on 11, 12, and 13.  Pa-
rade on Sat. morning the 12th, and 
the Bear Run on Sunday morning 
the 13th.  Then there is Field Day @ 
Lake Wilderness Park on the 27th 
and 28th. 
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Sparking Interest in Radio and Elec-
tronics 

W e all remember 
how we got interested in 

electronics and amateur radio.  For 
many of us, it goes back to childhood.  
Now that I’m retired, I’m finding some 
time to “infect” the younger generation 
with those same interests.  I’ve been 
teaching a class called “Radio and 
Electronics” for kids at Russell Ridge 
Center, a parent-partner program of 
the Tahoma School District. 

The class includes about a dozen students ranging 
from 6th grade through high school.  The course runs the 
whole school year but meets only once a week for an 
hour and a half.  I’ve promoted it as a way to learn elec-
tronics through the use of hands-on projects.  It’s been 
popular and fun.  The real purpose of the course is to ex-
pose young people to the world of radio and electronics 
and to learn some basic manual skills.  

About now you may be wondering why this class was-
n’t available when you were in school.  Me too!  Because 
Russell Ridge Center is a parent-partner program, it has 
the flexibility to of-
fer high interest 
courses taught by 
parents who may 
not be State-
certified.  This is 
not your typical 
class. We convene 
at 9:00 AM.  Stu-
dents who arrive early are engaged in “show and tell” ac-
tivities which include some items I provide and personal 
projects students bring.  So far, we’ve examined scanning 
radios, notebook computers, video cameras, hair straight-
eners, VHF and HF radios, antennas, small motors, solar 
panels, Morse code keys and keyers.  When everyone 
has arrived, we have a more formal class activity about 
topics such as the basics of electricity, Ohm’s Law, Morse 
code, crystal radios, and the use of digital multimeters.  
Occasionally we take an online quiz or work though an 
Ohm’s Law problem using an Excel worksheet. 

The biggest chunk of class time is spent in working on 
hands-on skills.  After learning to make simple DC circuits 
with batteries, wires, switches, 
lamps, and motors, they work 
through a series of electronic 
projects involving LEDs and 
audio oscillators by building 
them on prototype bread-
boards, and eventually assem-
bling kits on printed circuit 
boards from schematic dia-
grams.  Each student built a 

by Jim N7MU 

code key and a crystal radio set, both assembled on 
wooden blocks.  To add some variety and creativity, we 
produced and broadcast a 20 minute radio program us-
ing a low power AM radio transmitter.  Parents were in-
vited to listen to the program on portable AM radios in 
our nearby library. 

For a variety of reasons, not every student pro-
gresses through this series of projects at the same rate.  
So, by mid-course, stu-
dents were working on 
projects individually or in 
small groups.  Typical 
kits included sirens, lie 
detectors, and circuits to 
disguise the human 
voice.  This was all pos-
sible on a shoestring 
budget because four lo-
cal hams generously do-
nated tools, supplies, and parts.  Several students 
worked on more challenging tasks like programming a 
Parallax robot kit and building of a 20 MHz receiver as 
part of radio telescope project called Radio JOVE spon-
sored by NASA. 

The class has 
been both fun and 
informative, even 
for me.  I have 
plans on the 
drawing board for 
a follow-up 
course next year.  
Its objectives ad-
dress the skills for 
managing, updat-
ing, and repairing 
a personal computer and set-
ting up a home network.  So I’m looking for a foundation 
grant or a donation of about a dozen notebook com-
puters. The idea is to have students work with a set of 
used notebooks to give them hardware experience and 
to provide a platform for open source software such as 
an operating system, applications, and utilities.  If you 
have any contacts or ideas, I would appreciate the help.  

Crystal Set 

Oscillator and key 

LED Project 

AM Radio Transmitter 

Robot 
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Attention !! 

CERT NET 
Tuesday nights at 7:30 PM on the 
Maple Valley ARC KC7KEY Re-
peater, 147.26 +  CTCSS tone 
103.5  

ARES CORNER 
ARRL Section Manager Jim 

Pace, K7CEX, announces two new 
appointments to Western Washing-
ton’s Section Staff: 

Steven A McKeen W7QLO has 
been appointed Section Emergency 
Coordinator (SEC).  Steven leaves 
his post as the District Coordinator 
for District 5 and is anxious to begin 
his new job serving the Western 
Washington Section. 

Jerry L Sugden KC7NA is leav-
ing his post as Emergency Coordi-
nator for Federal Way and is taking 
on the Assistant Section Emer-
gency Coordinator in charge of de-
veloping and leading the new 
ARESMAT team for Western Wash-
ington. 

ARRL NEWS 

Officer Elections April 
24th ! 
Maple Valley ARC Officers 
are elected at the April 
meeting each year.  Please 
plan to be present. 
P.S. Bring yer dues. 

television station in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee. Webb and Hayes quickly 
set up a radio relay with Wyrick 
from John Oakberg on the moun-
tain. 

Hayes -- who was at his home in 
Knox County for the relay -- told 
WATE that he "could relay what 
[John Oakberg] was saying to 
Scott, who was on the phone to the 

National Park Ser-
vice to get the in-
formation that they 
wanted, such as 
height, weight, age 
and does she have 
any medical is-
sues." 
Wyrick told the 
ARRL that the res-
cue team was able 
to reach Potter af-
ter a few hours, 

around 2 PM. They carried her to 
safety several miles down the 
mountainside, reaching the staging 
area set up in the parking lot at the 
base of the mountain approximately 
three hours later. Paramedics 
treated her on the scene, but she 
refused transport via ambulance 
and left by private vehicle with her 
friends who took her to the Sevier 
County Medical Center for addi-
tional treatment. According to 
WATE, she is scheduled for surgery 
in Atlanta to pin and plate two 
broken bones in her left ankle. 

"It hit a point where I was 
just in tears," Potter told 
WATE. "You can say you're 
going to be tough and get out 
of this, but you just get weary. 
And I think having somebody 
come an hour or two quicker 
and being able to get moving 
helped keep my spirits going. Peo-
ple all over the place that I don't 
even know helped me. Thank 
you!" -- Thanks to Scott Wyrick, 
KD4CWB, and WATE for the infor-
mation 

Reprinted by permission from 
the ARRL Newsletter 

Amateur Radio Assists 
with Rescue in Great 
Smoky Mountains 

On Sunday, March 28 -- a day 
with a lot of rain, wind, sleet and, 
fog -- John Oakberg, NK4N, of 
Sevierville, Tennessee, went out 
hiking in the Great Smoky Moun-
tains Na-
tional Park 
near Mt Le-
Conte. When 
he was 
about 1 mile 
up from 
Alum Cave 
Bluff, he 
came across 
Judy Potter, 
57, of Atlanta 
who had bro-
ken her an-
kle while on the trail.  Oakberg 
reached for his cell phone to call 
911, but there was no coverage 
available. He then reached for his 
handheld transceiver and put out a 
call to any Amateur Radio operators 
who may be listening via some 
nearby VHF 2 meter repeaters. 

Scott Wyrick, KD4CWB, of Sey-
mour, Tennessee, told the ARRL 
that he was the first to respond to 
Oakberg's call. After he obtained 
the necessary information, Wyrick 
called the National Park Service 
dispatcher, requesting that they dis-
patch a rescue team. "John's signal 
was noisy into the machines, but 
two other stations -- Dean Webb, 
N4NLT, and Cleve Hayes, 
KB4UAL -- were able to copy him 
on the input frequencies," he told 
the ARRL. Wyrick lives in Sevier 
County, the same county where the 
National Park is located. 

Webb, who was driving across 
Fort Loudoun Dam in Loudon 
County -- heard the emergency call 
calling for assistance on his mobile 
station on 146.940. "His signal was 
poor into the repeater and it was 
very scratchy," he told WATE, a 
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Net Control Volunteer call 
Chuck KK7CB 425-432-1119 for 

changes 
 

* - Happy Birthday 

Maple Valley Amateur Radio Club 

May 20 10  

S un M o n T u e W e d T h u F r i  S a t  

      1 

2 3 4 
Net– Gary 
KB7VDG 

5 6 7 8 
Stanwood WA 

Hamfest 9-3 
9 10 11 

Net– Richard 
KR7L 

12 
<== * Rich 

KE7MPJ 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 
Net- Chuck 

KK7CB 

19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 
Net- Rich 
KE7MPJ 

26 
*Ryan 

KE7SIZ 

27 28 29 
Club Meeting 
10 am Sta. 81 

30 31 
 

Memorial Day 
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COMMITTEE HEADS 
ARES Team Leader:       Scott      NS7C 
Education Liaison:           Peggy    KC7CLI 
Event Support Coord:      Doug     N7BVT 
Membership Committee: Jim        N7MU 
Newsletter Editor:            Richard KR7L 
       Proof Reader            Jean      KE4NCX 
Net Manager:                   Chuck    KK7CB 
Technical Committee: 
    Scott      NS7C             Steve     W7UDI 
    Rod        WE7X            Roger    K7RXV 
    Phil        WA7ZWD 
Web Site Administrator:   Scott      NS7C 

Articles for the newsletter are always needed.  Think of the prestige garnered from being published.  Submissions will be accepted 
in just about any form.  Type written or pen & paper can be snail mailed or emailed to reach the newsletter staff usually by 10 days 
prior to the club meeting 

We prefer your submissions be written using a plain text editor.  Microsoft Word is OK (or any word processor), but please do 
not use fancy formatting.  When writing your article use carriage returns at the end of paragraphs only.  If you are using a plain text 
editor that doesn’t have word wrap then go ahead and use a carriage return at the end of each line.  If you forward a message and your 
e-mail program puts a symbol in column 1, like this “>”, then it is better to highlight the text and then cut or copy it to a new e-mail 
message.  Pictures should be in JPEG format.  If you use a scanner, set the scan to 96 dpi.  Limit picture size to 640x480 pixels and 
send as separate attachments, don’t embed them in a document. 

Send your article as an attachment to your e-mail if possible.  If your e-mail doesn’t allow attachments then go ahead and send 
your article in the body of your e-mail.   Thanks from  - Your newsletter staff. 

Submit your articles for the Maple Valley Hamlink 

THE MAPLE VALLEY HAMLINK, the official publication of the Maple Valley Amateur Radio Club 
(MVARC) is published monthly except for combined issues in July/August and November/December.  
Comments and ham related submissions are welcome, but inclusion is at the discretion of the MVARC 
newsletter staff. 

This newsletter and previous editions for about one year can be viewed and downloaded from our website 
http://www.kc7key.org.  ARRL and ARES logos are registered ARRL service marks and are used with per-
mission. 

Membership information:  An interest in amateur radio is the only requirement.  Dues are $16/year ($8/for 
first additional family member, with remaining family members free). Beginning April 30th of each year, dues 
are payable.  Contact Richard, 253-630-1426.  Dues for new members are pro-rated based on the month of 
becoming a member.  See the web page for the amount. 


